
 What a wonderful school you have! Your permanent principal 

will be named this month.  Until that time, I have the honor of serving 

your community school.   During my many years of service to Anne 

Arundel County Public Schools, I have worked in many school        

settings.  In your school, the sense of family, the support from the       

parents, and your beautiful facility stand out! 

 Volunteers is another stand-out area for WAES. Please attend 

the Volunteer Meeting on October 9th at 8:30 am in the media center if 

you can.  Volunteers do make a tremendous difference in schools.  

(See more information about this meeting on page 9) 

 There are some important dates to put on your calendar this 

month.   Interims will be sent home on October 6th.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please be sure to contact your child’s teacher.  Schools close two-hours early on October 18th 

and are closed October 19th and 20th.  October 19th is a Parent/Teacher conference day, and 

October 20th is a Professional Development day for your teachers.  This is the second year that 

conferences are a little different than the past.  All parents will be afforded a conference for each 

student either October 19th or December 8th.  Conference letters will be sent home in a        

Tuesday folder, please review it and send it back to school as soon as possible.  

     

Sincerely, 

    

     Catherine L. Herbert 

Principal’s Message 
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RETRIEVER NEWS 

Cultivating Life Long Learners  

West Annapolis is now on Twitter!!! 

Follow us @WAnnapolisAACPS 
AACPS Discrimination Policy 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs on 

the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or disability unrelated in nature and extent 

so as to reasonably preclude performance. For more information, contact The Office of Investigations, Anne Arundel County Public 

Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21401, (410) 222-5286; TDD (410) 222-5500. www.aacps.org 

 



Our school-wide behavior plan aligns with the AACPS Code of Student Conduct.  “Retrievers Rock Respect” by following these     

expectations: 

 Respect Yourself Respect Learning 

   Respect Others   Respect Property 

 

These expectations have been thoroughly discussed, taught and practiced to ensure student understanding. 

Staff members recognize students who demonstrate respectful behaviors by distributing “Paw Passes”.  In just 4 weeks, the school 

earned 1,000 Paw Passes and the students will be awarded with a DJ at lunch.   We are now working towards earning 1,500  Paw 

Passes in the month of October. 

If a student is having behavioral difficulties, a variety of strategies is used to get him/her back on track.  The system includes remind-

ers, loss of privileges, think sheets (personal problem solving worksheets), pre-referrals and finally an AACPS Discipline Referral.  

Any student who is involved in a serious infraction or repeated misbehavior in the class room may receive a Pre-Referral and be sent 

to the office to discuss and resolve the situation with an administrator. 

Please reinforce our school-wide rules with your children at home.  Be sure to ask your child about his/her “Paw Passes” and how he/

she earned them.  Remind your child each morning to always do his/her best and show how “Retrievers Rock Respect!” 

On  Friday, September 30th, 2016, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.  Please assist us by filling out the 

information requested on the form and return it to West Annapolis Elementary. 

The U.S. Department of  Education has now requested a separate survey form for each child and each survey form must be signed 

and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  If needed, additional forms may be obtained from the school .  Federal funding generated from 

this survey will greatly enhance our school system’s quest to elevate all students and eliminate all gaps.  

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance.  Should you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Ms. 

Donna Barker at 410-222-5200. 

Federal Impact Aid Surveys 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
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Mark Your Calendar 

October 

 4th 5th Grade Magnet Program Informational Night  

  @ Annapolis High School, 6-8pm 

 6th K Field Trip– Camp Woodlands 

 9th Interims sent home 

 10th PTA Meeting 7:00pm 

 18th 2 Hr Early Dismissal 

 19th No School for Students-Conferences 

 20th No School-Professional Development 

 30th Vision & Hearing Screenings 

 31st Halloween Parade, Afternoon 

  *Party times will vary by grade level 

 

 

November 

 6th Picture Retakes 

 9th & 10th 2 Hr Early Dismissal–  

   End of 1st marking period 

 20th Report Card Distribution 

Attendance 

Regular school attendance is an important factor in student success.  As a parent, you can encourage proper attendance by ensuring 

that your child gets adequate rest, eats a healthy breakfast, and has adequate time to catch the school bus. 

School hours are from 8:30am until 2:55pm.  Students should plan to arrive between 8:10-8:25am.  All students are expected to be in 

their classrooms by 8:30am so as not to be marked tardy.  
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Kindergarten  

Box Tops for Education 

We are a Box Tops School!  For each Box Top, West Annapolis Elementary earns $0.10.  Every month,  

students will receive a Box Top Collection Bag.  Our goal this year is to earn $1,000 for WAES.  Please send in 

your Box Tops at the end of each month.  During the year, we will have special prizes for students and classes 

that bring in the most Box Tops. 

Highlights 



Second grade is off and running! The 
school year is well underway and we 
have happily settled into our routines. In 
language arts, we have been exploring 
both literary and informative texts,      
focusing on author's purpose, character 
traits, and text features. We have also 

been writing personal narratives. 

In math, students are working with place 
value, addition, and subtraction.   

In science we are learning about ways to 
help the environment. 

Grade 2 Highlights 

Our first graders have finished our study of 

“How Living Things Change”.  We wrapped 

it up with the release of our Monarch    

butterflies.  Now we are on to the study of 

“How Our Natural World Changes”.  We will 

be exploring topics that include: The Sun, 

The Day and Night Sky, the Weather and 

The Seasons.   

Grade 1 Highlights 
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It is hard to believe that we are more than half 

way through the first marking period already. 

  
Language Arts:   
Our theme for language arts is communication 
and building a community.  We are reading texts 
about overcoming obstacles and adversity by 
using effective communication.  We are also 
writing personal narratives with a focus on story-
telling and conventions. 

 

Math: We are still exploring strategies for     

multiplying and dividing numbers. This is a huge 

unit for 3rd grade. We are starting with the 2, 10, 

5, 1, and 0 facts. In addition, we will be finding 

the area and perimeter of a rectangle. 

  

Science: Students are continuing to explore 

forces and motion of objects. 

  

Social Studies: We are interpreting maps and 

will be suing geography to determine how  

communities are organized. 

  

Please continue to have your child read each 

night and complete homework 

assignments on a regular basis.  If you haven’t 

already started, it’s time to begin practicing 

your X’s 2, 5, and 10 facts. 

  

We are looking forward to a successful year! 

Thanks so much for 

your continued support! 

Grade 3 Highlights 

It was wonderful seeing many of you at 
Back-to-School Night! 

Grade 4 Highlights 

Math: Students will expand their introduction 
of fractions in 3rd grade to begin adding and 
subtracting fractions with like denomina-
tors.  They will decompose fractions into a   
variety of units, often combining the unit fraction 
to make a larger value.  As students see that 
fractions can be decomposed into various ways, 
they can begin to relate their experience with 
adding and subtracting whole numbers to    
adding and subtracting fractions. 

 

Science:  Students are exploring plant and 
animal features and determining how these help 
organisms survive in their environment. 

 

Social Studies:  In October, students 
will compare Native American culture to       
European culture and evaluate the impact each 
group had on the other. 

Reading: 

IRA: In this unit, we use literary texts to engage 
students in an exploration of how people create 
and tell stories to communicate about family or 

culture. The literary texts address the need to 
establish and maintain healthy and rewarding 
relationships within a family or culture. The 
characters in these texts show how clear 
communication and cooperation with others 
enables them to build relationships. During 
the course of this unit, students interact with 
multiple texts that enable them to compare 
and contrast the treatment of similar themes 
and topics in stories and traditional literature 
from different cultures. By the end of this unit, 
fourth grade students will understand how the 
need to belong to a family or culture        
motivates people to take action in their lives. 

Explicit Comprehension: The goal of 
the Explicit Comprehension block is to 
build students’ toolboxes with a variety 
of strategies that enable them to apply 
grade level standards to on-grade level 
texts. The Explicit Comprehension mini-
lessons follow a gradual release model; 
the teacher models the strategy with a 
current or previously read Interactive 
Read Aloud text then students engage 
in guided practice of the strategy. At the 

conclusion of the mini-lesson, students 
independently apply the strategy to an on-
grade level text. This allows teachers to 
assess students’ ability to transfer skills and 
strategies to other texts. There is clear alignment 
to the Quarterly Reading Assessments, as the 
lessons address the genre and standards     
assessed. Additionally, there are writing to 
source lessons that explicitly teach students how 
to use text evidence, along with skills learned 
during Writer’s Workshop, to respond to a 
prompt. Unit 1 is Communication and will directly 
relate with the Interactive Read aloud.  

 

Writing:  4th grade students continue to write 
personal narratives with a fiction twist,          
especially about small moments in their 
lives.  Students should be writing as 
“storytellers” instead of “reporters.”   

Storytellers embellish their writing with dialogue, 
action and sensory details.  Reporters simply tell 

all the events that happened from beginning 
to end. 

 In writing, we are writing about “Small      

Moments” to tell the story of our lives.   

 In Math, we are using many different       

strategies to solve both addition and        

subtraction problems.   

 At home, please be sure to practice the basic 

facts with sums to 20 with your child.   

 Homework has begun!  Each Monday you 

will see the Sight word and Math sheets 

that are due back to school on Friday.   

Be on the lookout for information regarding the 

Halloween party towards the end of the month!  

Thank you for your support! 
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theme, determining two or more main 
ideas, point of view, and nonfiction    
summaries.  

We have also been analyzing barriers 
and peace symbols. National Peace day 
is September 21st.  

 

Social Studies: 

-We are working on colonization and why 

people settled in British America in the 

17th Century.  

 

Math 

Students will be focused on multiplication 
and dividing multi-digit numbers. To help 
students multiply and divide multi-digit 
numbers they will be using their 
knowledge of place value. During this 
unit, it is very important that students 
know their multiplication facts from 0-10. 
This will assist their success in multiplying 
and dividing large numbers. 

 

Science 

· Unit 1 Matter and Actions 

Through various observations and labs 
students will be able to identify matter 
using their senses, identify matter in it’s 
different states and be able to develop a 
model of a liquid, solid, and gas.   

 

Reading: 

We are working on our unit theme of 
"Communicate to Discover Solutions." 
We have read about many people who 
have had to over come obstacles, such 
as Malala Yousafzai and Wilma Ruldoph. 
We have been working on determining 

Grade 5 Highlights 

Writing 

 5th grade students continue to write personal narratives about moments in their lives.  Students are working to write strong 
plots.  This would include making less important parts shorter and less detailed, but spending more time on the heart of the    
story.  Students should be adding precise details and figurative language to help readers picture the setting, characters, and 
events. With the main focus on showing versus telling.  

 

In writing response to reading, we are working on writing a journal entry from a specific point of view.  



As always, remember to "Dress for the Mess" 

on art day!!  

 **Please note that all projects are subject  

to change.**  

 September- October Projects:  

K: Silly Self Portraits- Go AWAY Green Monster 
Shape Collage  

1: Symmetrical Butterfly Masks 

2: Falling Leaves Watercolor Painting 

3: Spoooooky Silhouettes 

4: Clay Dias de los Muerto Bas relief 

5: Portraits of Nature Silver/Gold Scratchboard 

 Donations of hand soap would be greatly appreci-

ated!! 

**Reminder-Art Club meets Tuesday  

3:05- 4:05 starting October 10 so get  

your permission slips returned!!** 

Strings & Band 

· Strings and Band classes are off to a great 

start - it looks like a very promising year! All 

students should have their own music book to 

practice - if your child still does not have one, 

All grades will be exploring Rhythm – patterns, 
note values, and duration. 

Students will identify, perform, and create 
rhythm patterns. Our music class is taught 
through performance based     instruction. 
Students will have the       opportunity to prob-
lem solve and explore both individually and in 
the group setting. 

Music Highlights 

Art Highlights 
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Students in grades K-2 will once again help West Annapolis break a world reading record on October 18th when we participate in the national event to celebrate literacy, 
Read for the Record.  This year, millions of people across the world will read Quackers by Liz Wong and be part of the world’s largest shared reading experience.   Want to 
continue the celebration at home?  Please see the Read for the Record Activity Sheet for Families on the next page. 

Don’t let October 18th be the only time you read with your child.  In the meantime, you can best help your child by ensuring that he/she reads at least 20 minutes every 
night.  According to the national roport, Becoming a Nation of Readers, reading aloud is the single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual 
success in reading. 

Looking for additional interactive ways to provide enrichment at home?  Below are some interactive and engaging sights that are worth exploring. 

Reading Enrichment: 

http://familieslearning.org/our-solutions/wonderopolis.html  - students engage in cross-curricular learning experiences as they explore intriguing questions 

Purchase an online magazine subscription or explore the free articles and activities they offer:  

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 

https://www.sikids.com/  

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/kids-discover-online/ 

https://www.si.edu/kids/  

https://www.highlightskids.com/  

Our school has hundreds of free ebooks.  Visit our website https://opac.aacps.org/AACPS/contentpages.asp?loc=49&schooltype=&sID= for ebooks and tumblebooks  

Spelling Practice:  

https://www.spellingcity.com/spelling-games-vocabulary-games.html#   

http://pbskids.org/games/spelling/  

http://www.abcya.com/spelling_practice.htm  

 
Writing Opportunities:  Encourage your children to enter writing contest and/or publish their stories or articles.  Below are a couple of possibilities to get you started. 

https://stonesoup.com/how-to-submit-writing-and-art-to-stone-soup/  - creative writing publishing of children’s stories 

http://lizbooks.com/blog/2017/05/time-for-kids-reporter-contest-deadline-june-19-2017/  - Time For Kids Reporter Contest 

Reading Office Highlights 

Grades Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd 

Ball Skills: 

Individual Skill Practice  
Throwing Underhand and Overhand 
Games for throwing practice 
Throwing at a target 
Partner Practice 

Locomotor Movement 

Physical Education Highlights 
Pathways, Levels and Speed 

Halloween Fun Games and Activities: 

Tagging, Throwing, Scooters and   Fitness 

Grades 3rd, 4th and 5th 

Low Organized Games: 

Teamwork and Team building 
Games with throwing 

Ball Skills: 

Throwing and Catching  
Applying skills in game situations 
Ripken Challenge – overhand throw and 

catch progress program 

Fitnessgram  

Pacer Test -cardiovascular endurance  
Push-ups- muscular strength 
Curl-ups- muscular endurance 
Sit and Reach- flexibility 

Halloween Fun and Fitness Activities 

please purchase New Directions for 

Strings and Accent on Achievement for 

Band as soon as  possible. Encourage 

your child to practice at home several 

times a week to reinforce the new skills 

being learned in class. 

http://familieslearning.org/our-solutions/wonderopolis.html
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.sikids.com/
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/kids-discover-online/
https://www.si.edu/kids/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
https://opac.aacps.org/AACPS/contentpages.asp?loc=49&schooltype=&sID
https://www.spellingcity.com/spelling-games-vocabulary-games.html
http://pbskids.org/games/spelling/
http://www.abcya.com/spelling_practice.htm
https://stonesoup.com/how-to-submit-writing-and-art-to-stone-soup/
http://lizbooks.com/blog/2017/05/time-for-kids-reporter-contest-deadline-june-19-2017/
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4. Assist your child with time  

management. 

5. Be positive about homework. 

6. When your child asks for help  

provide guidance not answers. 

7. Watch your child for signs of  

frustration and failure, discuss this 

with your child and possibly your 

child's teacher. 

Welcome back! As the new school 

year begins please remember these 

simple homework helpers: 
 

1. Check your child's agenda book 

daily. 

2. Designate a quiet, well-lit area in 

your home for homework. 

3. Make sure materials like paper and 

pencils are readily available. 

8. Reward progress and effort in 

homework. 

Let's start this year off on the right 

paw! 

Special Education Highlights 

             

      

--"I CAN speak clearly so other people 

can understand me." 

--"I CAN speak in complete sentences." 

--"I CAN share my thoughts, feelings, 

and ideas with others." 

--"I CAN identify main ideas and give 

important supporting details 

this...yet." 

--Offer feedback about effort and hard 

work rather than praise.   Ex. "This was 

so hard to do.  But you really stuck with 

it and have made good progress." 

--Adopt a positive attitude towards    

mistakes.  Think of mistakes as a     

learning opportunity and a teaching   

opportunity. 

In speech and language, we are focusing 

on "I CAN" statements. 

As teachers and parents, we want our 

kids to learn and enjoy learning.  We 

want our children to develop a growth 

mindset to believe that they can learn, 

change, and develop needed skills.  How 

do we promote a growth mindset in our 

children? Carol Dweck, a Stanford    

researcher has some great suggestions. 

--Focus on the process of learning rather 

than on achievement and outcome.  A 

good tip:  Have your child add the word 

"yet" onto every sentence proclaiming is 

or her inability.  "This is hard.  I can't do 

Speech & Language Highlights 

This is a summary of the topics we are learning about in classroom guidance lessons during the month of October: 

 

 K -  Growth Mindset , Perseverance 

 1st-  Growth Mindset, Feelings 

 2nd – Growth Mindset, Respect 

 3rd – Growth Mindset, Goal Setting 

 4th – Growth Mindset, Academic Goal 

5th – Growth Mindset, Goal-setting 

 

Please contact me if you ever have questions regarding any of the classroom lessons. 

 

Parents who would like to volunteer in Anne Arundel County Public Schools need to view the mandated video and   
PowerPoint before working with our students.  When viewed here with other parents we have the advantage of          
immediate feedback  and a question and answer period. If you plan on attending, please RSVP to: 

mrogers1@aacps.org  

Counselor Highlights 

mailto:mrogers1@aacps.org


The PTA had an action-packed September at WAES!  We greeted new families, bid farewell to Mrs. McKay, and welcomed two new 
principals.  All the while, the sense of community is continuing to grow.  Rick Ruth, Sarah Benson, and Jenn Sponaugle were         
instrumental in making our first Coffee with the Principal a success—it was a great morning of questions and conversation. The Fall 
Festival was a day of fun thanks to Brit and Michael Strackbein and the work of many volunteers.   Teachers and students are getting 
into the groove in their classrooms, and room parents are stepping up to make sure everyone has the best year possible.  Now our 
work as a PTA can really begin.   

In October, thanks to Jaime Tucker, we will roll out our new website so that parents can easily link to all of the platforms we use to 
communicate.  Our electronic directory will become available as well.   We hope you will join us for our PTA Meeting on October 10th 
from 7-8 pm in the Media Center.  We will share our calendar for the year and talk more in depth about our initiatives.  Room Parents 
and Committee Chairs please arrive at 6:30. 

In order to fully fund our budget, the PTA Board sets goals for the year.  One of them is to get 140 people to join the PTA.  Right now 
we are 30 people short of our goal.  At just $10 per membership it is a very easy way for you to support our important work.  We will 
use this money to fund community-building events like ice skating night, beautify our grounds, and support teachers in doing special 
projects.  If you have not officially joined us yet, please do! 

In addition to spreading good-will, the PTA would like to make you aware of an important event for 5th grade parents. Mrs. Rogers will 
host an evening at Annapolis Elementary School, downtown, to share information about the many public middle school magnet     
programs available to our students.  Please mark your calendars for October 3 at 5:30 pm. 

As always, watch your weekly Retriever Report and the WAES PTA Facebook page for regular updates and information about       
October’s Restaurant Night and Fall Greenscape.  Thank you for being a partner in your child’s education! 

PTA Highlights 
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October Library Media News:  Mrs. Robbins & Mrs. Stockett 

 I am so excited to see all the smiling faces come through the WAES media center this year. I have had fun           

introducing our library to all the new students and to help each one find just the right book! 

 

 These first weeks of school we reviewed library and book care skills. We have also been going over our Centers  

procedures our new Retriever Card behavior system. Parents, please be sure to help your child become responsible 

in taking care of books and keeping them in a consistent, safe place.   

Here is the 2016-2017 Media Schedule 

Wednesday:  5
th
 Grade Mrs. Portocarrero, 1

st
 Grade Mrs. Stanley, 2

nd
 Grade Mrs. Minzak, and Kindergarten 

Mrs. Miller 

Thursday:  4
th
 Grade Mrs. Taneyhill, 3

rd
 Grade Mrs. Thorn, 1

st
 Grade Mrs. Riley, and  

     Kindergarten Mrs. Ganey 

Friday:   4
th
 Grade Mrs. Galyon, 3

rd
 Grade Mrs. McLaughlin, and 2

nd
 Grade Mrs. Kegley 

 Teachers and library staff try to guide your children to books with the appropriate reading and interest level but    

parents should be the ultimate decision-maker in reviewing your student’s selections.  Feel free to send back any 

book if you decide it’s not right; they don’t have to wait until the next book exchange to pick out another book.  If a 

book is lost or seriously damaged your family is responsible for that book’s purchase price so a new one may be  

ordered.  If a lost book is subsequently found and returned you will be reimbursed.   

 

 If you are interested in volunteering in the media center please let me know! 

Media Highlights 



We are continuing the V.I.R recognition program at WAES this year.  Each month, classroom 
teacher will pick a trait or a behavior that the class will concentrate on for that month.  Some       
examples are  perseverance, cooperation, responsibility.  The classroom teacher will then pick a 
student that has exemplified that trait throughout the month.  This student will be named a V.I.R. - 
Very Important Retriever.  The students will be recognized with a certificate that will be displayed in 
our gym lobby showcase.  They will also have their names announced on the morning                
announcements and in the monthly newsletter.  The V.I.R. will also be able to bring in a small item 
to display with their certificate.  Some examples include pictures of family, pictures of pets, a      
favorite stuffed animal, or an award or trophy that the student is proud of. 
 
I am proud to announce the following V.I.R.s for the month of September: 
 
Charlie C.  Mrs. Miller’s class 
Danielle O. Mrs. Ganey’s class 
Anslee V. Mrs. Riley’s class 
Quinn P.  Mrs. Stanley’s class 
Willa J.  Mrs. Kegley’s class 
Michael S.  Mrs. Minzak’s class 
Breanna R. Mrs. McLaughlin’s class 
Matei D.  Mrs. Thorn’s class 
Makenzie P. Ms. Galyon’s class 
Sophia C. Mrs. Taneyhill’s class 
Elaine J. Mrs. Portocarrero’s class 

V.I.R.—Very Important Retriever 

 The Health Room welcomes back all the staff, students, and parents at West Annapolis Elementary School.  

Hearing and Vision testing will take place at West Annapolis Elementary on Monday, Oct 30th. Recheck day will be 

Monday, November 6th.  Kindergarten, 1st grade, 4th grade, students new to Anne Arundel County Schools, and 

students referred by school staff or parents will be tested. If your child is being tested and wears glasses, please have 

her/him wear them. 

Parents should keep their child home from school because of a serious illness, injury or a condition that can be 

passed on to other children. Although no comprehensive list is possible, the following conditions may be considered 

appropriate reasons to keep a student home from school: 

Examples of serious illness or injury: 

 Vomiting 

 Temperature 100 °F or greater. Children with a fever (> 100 °F) must stay home until they are fever-free for 

24 hours without fever-reducing medication. 

 Abdominal pain 

 Earache 

 Head injury 

 Adverse medication effect 

 Suspected fracture 

 Chest pain 

 Severe pain 

 Severe shortness of breath or wheezing 

Examples of possible communicable conditions: 

 Vomiting 

 Loose stools/diarrhea 

 Suspected communicable disease 

 Nuisance condition not currently being treated, e.g., ringworm, scabies, head lice 

 Red, draining eyes 

 Persistent runny nose with yellow/green discharge, accompanied by fever 

 Productive cough, accompanied by fever 

Health Room News 








